
Settlers for Saskatoon 

The Birmingham (Eng.) Gazette 
and Express of April 14th says: -- 
An interesting party of Birming-
ham people left the city yesterday 
morning for Canada, having 
booked through Messrs, Hayward’s 
shipping agency. 

Most of the people are of the better 
class; in fact, the majority had 
taken second class passages. They 
are going out with some fixed 
intention, and possess some means. 

A curious feature in connection 
with this exodus of some eighty or 
ninety people from Birmingham is 
that they include one party of four 
brothers and their families, num-
bering twenty-eight, who are going 
out to a large tract of land which 
they have acquired at Saskatoon, in 
Saskatchewan, there to establish 
what should prove to be a small 
colony of their own. This family 
combination numbers various 
trades, so that there is little that 
they will not be capable of doing 
among them. 

These people belong to Bournville, 
and their departure has occasioned 
no little stir among the peaceful 
people of the cocoa village. They 
are leaving responsible positions, 
assured by relatives already settled 
there that they have an opportunity 
of bettering themselves. 

The other passengers are chiefly 
single young men and women who 
also have relations in the colony. 

The party embarked at Liverpool 
on the S.S. Tunisian and Kensing-
ton’  

The above party arrived in Saska-
toon on Saturday, May 14th, and 
will locate near the Elbow. 
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Chapter 5 The Journey to Canada  

It is April 1904. William Tallis has 
been dead for almost a year, having passed 
away in June of the previous year.  

In November of 1903, as close as we can sur-
mise, two brothers, Edgar and William, have 
journeyed to Saskatchewan to set up the home-
steads and build the houses. While they were 
there, they experienced a very harsh winter 
and, as you will read later, many of the sup-
plies and materials were well picked over due 
to the influx of immigrants from England, the 
United States and other 
countries of the world. 
Some family members 
have also recollected 
that the two brothers 
discovered the theater 
in Saskatoon and 
“wasted much time” by 
performing there. As 
you will see in the next 
chapter, other than land 
and a small shack, there 
was little in the form of 
shelter to greet the rest 
of the family when they 
arrived. But, I am get-
ting ahead of myself.  

According to a 1942 
newspaper article in 
Radisson, Saskatche-
wan, about the 50th 
wedding anniversary of 
William H. Tallis, the 
family’s first introduc-
tion to Canada was 
“through a relative, Col. 
Kirk, who had charge at 
Quebec sometime be-
fore General Wolfe. 
The Colonel held that 
town for three years 
when it was eventually 

A typical handbill that was available 
in England at the turn of the century. 
The press agents for the Canadian 
government were very effective with 
pamphlets, brochures, and booklets 
extolling the virtues of settling in 
Western Canada. 



returned to the French as part of the peace set-
tlement.” If this is true, the family knew of 
Canada for sometime prior to the land rush at 
the turn of the century. However, General 
Wolfe was killed in during the siege of Quebec 
City in 1759 so almost 150 years had passed.   

The rest of the family was preparing for the 
adventure of their lifetime. England at had 
been inundated with advertisements about the 
availability of land in Canada. Issac Barr has 
been recruiting colonists to travel with him to 
the prairies. Clifford Sifton, the Secretary of 
the Canadian Department of Interior has also 
been in England drumming up emigrants to 
join in the great land rush in the midlands of 
Canada.  Land ownership in England has con-
tinued to be limited to the very few. Even 
though a number of the Tallis’ enjoyed impor-
tant positions at Cadburys, there became a 
strong urge to pack up roots and make the long 
trip to Canada. William had been there in the 
1880’s, but it is not clear whether he ventured 
any further west than Montreal as he surveyed 
opportunities for Cadbury sales in the country.   

As reported in the Bournville Magazine, “the 
departure of the members of the  Tallis 
family; to Canada has been aptly described 
as a family cavalcade along Bournville 
Lane.  All of the sons of  William Tallis; 
except  Albert; and  Charles ;remained in 
Canada after landing in 1904.  The latter 
two sons chose to return to England. 

 
   The other members of the family settled in 

Saskatchewan where they homesteaded.  
Their lack of knowledge of homesteading 
and farming causes later generations to 
wonder how they managed to survive in the 
early days in Saskatchewan.  Having come 
from the Bournville area they were used to 
seeing things arranged in a very tidy fash-
ion.  Their first efforts at breaking prairie 
sod left things so untidy that they decided 
to carry the sods into the slough, not real-
izing they were taking the best of the soil 
with them. 

 
Most of the members of the  Tallis family; 
took up residence in the Borden district 
and more particularly what is commonly 
called the Halcyonia area…” 

Thursday April 14, 1904, the day the Tallis 
Family departed from Bournville to Canada, 
an article appeared in the Birmingham Gazette 
and Express. It describes the materials and 
advertising which probably generated a seed of 
thought in the minds of the Tallis boys as they 
pondered their future, now that their father, 
William, had passed away.  

Booming a Nation. 
 
“To a new nation the Press agent is as essen-
tial as he is to the popular actress. 
 
Canada is a new nation, and she employs an 
army of Press agents, who do the work so well 
that literature and pictures concerning a 
young man’s opportunities in the Dominion 

“...the departure of 
the members of the  

Tallis family to 
Canada has been 

aptly described as 
a family cavalcade 

along Bournville 
Lane..” 
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Headlines in the Birming-
ham Daily Mail, April 4, 
1904. Charles Sifton and his 
Press Agents were very ef-
fective at attracting prospec-
tive immigrants to Canada. 



are to be found in the remotest villages of Old 
England. 
 
Some extracts from this literature will be of 
peculiar interest in view of General Booth’s 
great scheme for establishing an Empire Bu-
reau which shall control emigration to the 
Colonies, and send the workers to places 
where they are wanted. Not, as is sometimes 
the way with private emigration agencies, to 
dump the immigrant in a region where work is 
scarcer than it is at home.  
 
The literature from which we quote is official, 
being published by the Canadian Government. 
The hand of the experienced Press agent is 
visible throughout. The pamphlets and book-
lets and atlases and journals are well got up, 
well written, and well illustrated. The Cana-
dian Government are wise, for the saying that 
“good wine needs no bush” is incorrect. Good 
or bad, an article must be “boomed” nowa-
days or it will not catch on, be it a new play, a 
new book, a new marmalade, or a new nation. 
 
Here, for instance is a neat little pamphlet 
entitled “Terse Information and Facts for the 
Prospective Settler in Canada.” The informa-
tion is given mainly in questions and answer 
form, thus: 
 
Q – Should I pay a fee for any booking agent 
for finding me a place in Canada, or will I 
have to pay a farmer for teaching me agricul-
ture? 
A – No, neither one nor the other. The Depart-
ment strongly advises that no arrangement be 
made of this character either with agencies in 
this country or farmers in Canada without 
consulting the Government offices in Great 
Britain. The ordinary “farm pupil” business is 
an absolute fraud.  
 
At the beginning of the pamphlet “the classes 
who should emigrate” are scheduled. The 
schedule does not take much space. 
 
First. – Farmers or persons with experience on 
farms. 
 
Second. – Men who have been accustomed to 
hard work and who have pluck and an ambi-
tion to succeed.  
 
Third. – Persons without experience in agri-

cultural pur-
suits, but who 
are determined 
to devote them-
selves to the 
occupation, 
and who are 
willing to ac-
cept employ-
ment for the 
purpose of ac-
quiring the 
necessary 
knowledge re-
garding meth-
ods of work in 
Canada.  
 
The chief at-
traction held 
out to the pro-
spective settler 
is “a free grant 
of 160 acres of fertile land to all men 
who will reside upon and cultivate 
the same.” 
 
“If the land is good, why do you give 
it away?” the prospective settler may 
ask..  
 
A. – Canada is 250,000 square miles 
larger than the United States and the 
population is only [unintelligible 
remainder of the sentence.] No mat-
ter how fertile land is it’s no use to 
any country unless it is productive.  
 
A map is given showing where these 
lands are situated, with the qualifica-
tions for the recipients detailed down 
each side.  
 
Another little “Settler’s Guide” pub-
lished by the Department of the Inte-
rior and the Lake St. John Repatria-
tion and Colonisation Society, bears 
upon its cover an illustration of a 
charming Canadian Ruth gleaning in 
a very yellow and spacious wheat-
field, with a snug homestead in the 
background and a sky of Italian blue 
above. In this guide appears the fol-
lowing plain advice: --  
 

The Maple Leaf Forever Lyrics 
In Days of yore,  
From Britain's shore 
Wolfe the dauntless hero came 
And planted firm Britannia's flag 
On Canada's fair domain. 
Here may it wave, 
Our boast, our pride 
And joined in love together,  
The thistle, shamrock, rose entwined, 
The Maple Leaf Forever. 
[CHORUS] 
The Maple Leaf 
Our Emblem Dear, 
The Maple Leaf Forever. 
God save our Queen and heaven bless, 
The Maple Leaf Forever. 
 
At Queenston Heights and Lundy's Lane 
Our brave fathers side by side  
For freedom's home and loved ones dear, 
Firmly stood and nobly died. 
And so their rights which they maintained, 
We swear to yield them never. 
Our watchword ever more shall be 
The Maple Leaf Forever 
[CHORUS] 
 
Our fair Dominion now extends 
From Cape Race to Nootka Sound 
May peace forever be our lot 
And plenty a store abound 
And may those ties of love be ours 
Which discord cannot sever 
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Sir Clifford Sifton, Minister of the Interior, 1896-1905, was re-
sponsible for the settlement of the Canadian prairies. He is 
viewed here in this comic poster leading a gathering of multicul-
tural settlers standing in a Canadian prairie wheatfield enthusias-
tically singing "The Maple Leaf Forever," Canada's patriotic 
anthem at the turn of the century. 



“Clerks, shop assistants, and others desir-
ing similar employment are advised not to 
emigrate, at least until they have first se-
cured arrangements or intend to rejoin 
friends.  
 
Generally speaking, the best seasons for all 

classes who emigrate to do so are the spring 
and autumn.  
 
The agricultural labourer will then find his 

services in demand in the busy period that 
always comes during seed time; and the ag-
riculturist who intends to take up land for 
himself will arrive at the beginning of the 
season’s operations. The agriculturist may, 
by getting in a crop of oats or potatoes dur-
ing the month of May of the first week in 
June, contribute greatly to the support of 
himself and family during the first year.  
 
Or, again, if the agricultural labourer ar-

rives in summer, about harvest time, he will 
find high demand and high wages for his 
services during the harvest months, and he 
will have no difficulty in getting on well from 
this point.  
 
The farmer, too, who desires to take up 

land, if he comes in the summer time, may 
see the crops growing, and may thus have an 
opportunity for choose at leisure the most 
advantageous location. The summer and 
autumn months are the best for moving 
about the country in search of land --  or, as 
it is commonly called, ‘land hunting’ – for a 
suitable spot on which to settle. 

Having selected it, he may proceed to erect 
his house and make preparations for living 
over the winter, and, if he means to do this, 
he may make his start with great advantage 
in the spring from being on the spot.” 

 
“Western Canada,” a pamphlet published 
under the authority of the Canadian Mister of 
the Interior, contains a picturesque article on 
“Those who should go to Canada,” by James 
Lumsden, the author of “Through Canada in 
Harvest Time.” He says: -- 
 

“If a man can pass a medical examination – 
if, in insurance phraseology, he is a first-
class life --- if he feels confident that amid 
the solitude of the prairie he will not sigh for 
the garish attractions of town life, then let 
him burn his ships and set out upon the 
great westward trail. If he is well advised, he 
will never turn his back upon his trade or 
profession. On his arrival in Canada he 
must 
 
 Plough and sow, reap and mow 
               And be a farmer’s boy. 
 
What pleasures, or what hardships, it will be 
asked, does that entail? These considera-
tions are purely personal; but, it may be 
answered, any man who has worked at an 
outdoor calling in England is equal to the 
work, and any youth of robust constitution 
may well be.   
 

“...if he feels 
confident that 

amid the solitude 
of the prairie he 
will not sigh for 

the garish 
attractions of 

town life, then let 
him burn his 

ships and set out 
upon the great 

westward 
trail…” 
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“Prosperity Follows 
Settlement in Western 
Canada” is the title of yet 
another Government 
pamphlet issued from the 
Government Printing Bureau, 
Ottawa. Three photographs 
are given in this representing 
the settler’s first house, his 
second house and his house 
ten years after his arrival in 
Canada. The first house is a 
typical “log cabin” “shanty” 
while the third house would 
do credit to any prosperous 
British suburb.  



We are indebted for these immigration pam-
phlets to Mr. W.T. R. Preston, the Canadian 
Commissioner for Emigration, who controls 
an office in Charing Cross, London, as large 
and busy as a flourishing bank. There the 
simile ends, for the windows of the immigra-
tion office are a perfect museum of Cana-
dian game and products, including the head 
of a gigantic moose, which things are quite 
foreign to banking offices.  
 
“The tide of immigration to Canada is 
steadily flowing,” said Mr. Preston to an 
interviewer. “Last year was a record year; 
50,000 people from all over the United 
Kingdom emigrated. Only those who in-
tended to go in for agriculture need apply, 
and we don’t want any remittance men.” 

 

The vanguard of these immigrants had already 
departed for Canada. The Tallis family was 
departing at the height of the great tide of im-
migrants destined to settle in the vast hinter-
lands of Canada.  As Minister of the Interior 
for Canada, Charles Sifton wanted to build "a 
nation of good farmers." He was convinced of 
the economic potential of the west as Canada’s 
“breadbasket to the World” and immigration 
became a "national enterprise" undertaken in 
the same manner as the construction of the 
transcontinental railway. To this end, Sifton's 
department established immigration offices in 
the United States, Britain and several Central 
European countries in hopes of attracting ex-
perienced farmers. 

Included in this emigration was what was 
called the Barr Colonists. Issac Barr, born the 
son of an Anglican clergyman, became a 
Church of England priest and served in a series 
of posts, but seldom for long. He was a short, 
thick-set man with some serious character 
flaws when he arrived in London at the age of 
53. He had virtually no sense of humor. He 
found it nearly impossible to accept criticism 
and he had a volatile temper. 

He begun writing articles for a leading British 
periodical, in which touted himself as the man 
to establish an all-British colony in the Cana-
dian West. He claimed he had farmed in the 
west for 15 years. The word spread quickly in 

England that a veritable promised land awaited 
settlers in Canada. Each colonist would be 
given free land, said the pamphlets. In an al-
ready crowded England at the turn of the cen-
tury, ownership of land was for the rich and 
privileged. The prospect of free land might by 
itself have been sufficient to attract large num-
bers of people. But England was facing eco-
nomic depression in the aftermath of the Boer 
War, and many young men saw little hope of 
good jobs.  

In March of 1903, some 2,684 colonists des-
tined to found the community of Lloydminster, 
about 100 miles northwest of Saskatoon, 
boarded a former troop-carrier that was in-
tended to carry no more than 900 passengers.. 
They'd been dubbed Barr's Lambs by the press, 
Barr being likened to a shepherd leading his 
flock to greener pastures. In hindsight, how-
ever, another comparison springs to mind: they 
were lambs all right, but Barr was leading 
them to emotional slaughter. In April 1903, 
about 1,500 colonists arrived in Saskatoon, the 

rest having left the train in Manitoba. . 

The first settlers left Saskatoon on April 23 but 
the last party didn't set off until May 5. For the 
better part of a month the trail from Saskatoon 
northward was dotted with wagons. It was the 
worst spring weather in living memory. The 
heavier than usual snowfall had melted, turn-
ing the prairie into a bog laced with streams 
and peppered with sloughs. Impacted with 
prairie fires, swarms of summer mosquitoes, 
little or no food and uneducated emigrants who 
brought pianos instead of plows most perse-
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Charles Sifton, Minister of 
the Interior for Canada 
wanted to build "a nation of 
good farmers." 

Issac Barr and several of his 
followers standing in front of 
one of the ‘$4,000’ dollar tents 
he tried to pawn off on the 

Barr, Barr, willy old Barr.  
He'll take you for all that he 
can.  
You can bet he will collar,  
Your very last dollar,  
In the valley of the Saskatche-
wan.  
 
These were words to a song 
being sung in Saskatchewan in 
1903.  



vered. In fact only a handful of Barr's colonists 
returned to England. The majority remained in 
Saskatchewan where they either became farm-
ers or established businesses in the town of 
Lloysminister.  

Concurrent to this, the Doukhobors, groups of 
pacifist Christians in Russia were under strife 
because of their beliefs.  After leaving Russia 
and moving to Cyprus  with the aid of the 
Quakers, the Friends Committee chartered two 
vessels, the S.S. Lake Huron and the S.S. Lake 
Superior, each of which made two voyages 
between December 23, 1898 and June 
21,1899. Four journeys, two by each ship 
eventually brought a total of 7500 Doukhobors 
to settle on the Canadian prairies in three large 

blocs on 773,400 acres of land. Eventually 61 
villages were established in three settlements 
of what is today known as Saskatchewan. 
Since pacifism was a condition of the Doukho-
bors coming to Canada, a Canadian Order-in-
Council exempted them from military service 
on earlier precedents set by Quakers, Mennon-
ites, and Tunkers. 

So these became the neighbors and lasting 
friends to the Tallis family as they eventually 
settled in the Saskatchewan prairies.   

 

 

 

 

 

In the April, 1904 issue of the Bournville 
Works Magazine No. 6 Vol. II, the following 
article appeared:  

“Though by this time it is generally known that 
the sons of the late William Talliss are shortly 
emigrating to Western Canada, there may be a 
number who are unacquainted with any par-
ticulars of their plans.  

The enterprising party numbers twenty-nine 
souls and included: E.J. Talliss (of the Buying 
Office), G. Talliss (Mould Specialist), W.H. 
Talliss, C.F. Talliss, with their wives and fami-
lies, and J.R. Talliss, A.F. Talliss, E.A. Talliss 
and V.K. Talliss, the unmarried brothers.  

The first name — James Tallis — is not likely 
to be easily forgotten, either by his new or old 
colleagues, for his genial manner and kind, 
true heart readily endeared him to all with 
whom he came in contact. He started work in 
the offices in January, 1881, and he looks back 
on a long and happy record. His brother, 
George Talliss, has also the memory of a long 
service to take away with him, having been 
with the firm since February, 1884, and as 
those who know him will agree, the good heart 
is his too. These two familiar faces will be 
missed for long to come. The other members of 
the family are all more or less known to the 
workpeople at Bournville.  

This little colony is to be started in the prov-
ince of Saskatchewan — two-thirds the way 
across the Dominion — and the journey there, 
after a ten day’s voyage, will occupy about 
three days and three nights. The party intend 
settling on a portion of land (Government 
grant) already taken up by Friends on the 
north side of the elbow of the great northern 
tributary of the River Saskatchewan, the near-
est town being forty miles distant. Although 
considerably isolated, there are two settle-
ments of Doukhobors in their own neighbor-
hood. (It will be remembered that the late Wil-
liam Sturge, who was greatly interested in 
Bournville, was very much devoted to these 

Perhaps in 
twenty years’ 

time the firms’ 
Canadian 

representative 
will be 

regularly 
calling at 

Tallisstown 
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The Tallis Trek 

Doukhobor standing in front 
of a shack somewhere in Sas-
katchewan. Picture from Ca-
nadian Archives in public 
domain. 



people, spending his last days in Cyprus.) But 
apart from these refugees the human interest is 
not lacking: there are a number of reserves in 
the vicinity set apart for the native Indians. 
The chiefs bear such names as Grizzly Bear 
and Mosquito; and (rather more inviting) Red 
Pheasant and Sweet Grass. We hope their re-
lations with these neighbors will be happy. 
These eight brothers, married and single, are 
uniquely fitted by the variety of their past ex-
perience to be mutually helpful, having, among 
them, a knowledge of farming, baking, bucher-
ing, fitting, etc. With such union of capacity 
and kindred, what may not be the ultimate suc-
cessful result of this pioneering? Perhaps in 
twenty years’ time the firms’ Canadian repre-
sentative will be regularly calling at Tal-
lisstown!  

The emigrants are expected to sail on April 
14th. Setting aside a deep-felt regret at losing 
such good friends, we congratulate the little 
band upon its enterprise and, with all at 
Bournville wish it long happiness and prosper-
ity.”  

It is interesting about the amount of press this 
immigration caused, probably for the fact that 
there were so many from one family. This fol-
lowing article appeared in the April 14, 1904 
edition of the Birmingham Daily Mail that 
describes the reason the family came to Can-
ada, for free land. But alas, all immigrants 
claimed a section of land and worked that land 
received it free.  
Birmingham Settlers For Canada 
 
It is estimated, by those best able to judge, that 
at least 200 persons leave Birmingham every 
month for the Dominion of Canada.   This 
morning, one of the largest parties that has 
been arranged, so far, left the City.   It totaled 
80 and was thoroughly representative of the 
working class community; it included practical 
farmers, agricultural and general labourers, 
factory workers, mechanics, bakers, butchers, 
tailors and clerks.   When the 9 o’clock train 
for Liverpool arrived, part of no.3 platform 
(London and North-Western Railway, New 
Street, was crowded by the emigrants and their 
friends.   The former were of a distinctly supe-
rior class of artisans and it transpired that in 

many instances definite arrangements had 
been made for their employment on arrival in 
the Dominion.   Three second -class saloons 
were reserved for some of the voyagers, while 
a numbers of others travelled in the ordinary 
compartments.   A section of the party was 
made up almost entirely of relatives of one 
family – the Tallis family, of Bournville.   It 
comprised four men, ten women and l8 chil-
dren.   In conversation, Mr. E.J. Tallis, who 
was at the head of the party, stated that the 
Canadian Government had made a free grant 
of two square miles of land to the Bournville 
emigrants. Two brothers who were out in the 
north -west territory had made all the arrange-
ments for their arrival at Saskatoon, and had 
got a large part of the land already under cul-
tivation. They were advised by their relatives 
that prospects were good.  Mr. Tallis further 
stated that the parents in each case were not 
dissatisfied with their lot in England so far as 
they themselves were concerned, but having 
regard to the best interest of their families, 
they felt compelled to take a wider outlook 
than they, perhaps, would under ordinary cir-
cumstances.   They recognised the possibilities 
for development in a virgin country, to say 
nothing of health conditions, and hoped to 
establish a large colony with a common inter-
est.   Most of the children had practically com-
pleted their elementary education, and as the 
others had knowledge of agricultural life, and 
of various trades, it was hoped to make the 
colony, to a large extent, independent, self-
contained, and self-sufficient. The story told by 
some of the other emigrants was, however, 
very different. They were not leaving the home-
land for choice; they were compelled to do by 
force of circumstances. One, a clerk, stated 
that he had been elbowed out of employment 
through the gradual invasion into office life of 
women. He had a good character, and was 
fully qualified, but he was unable to find a 
situation at two-thirds the salary he had previ-
ously earned. On one occasion the applicants 
for a situation at 25s. per week made a queue 
outside a manufacturer’s premises 20 yards 
long! In sheer desperation he was now com-
mencing a new chapter in his career, and was 
going “back to the land” on which he was 
brought up. A milk vendor who happened to be 
on the station gently admonished a couple of 
young farmers leaving the mother England. 
“This game wants stopping,” he declared em-
phatically. “Isn’t our countryside already de-
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Copy of the article that ap-
peared in the Birmingham 
Daily Mail  



populated enough?” He objected to the cream 
of the agricultural community leaving. The 
young yeomen’s replies were brief and effec-
tive. There was not inducement to stay on the 
land, they said; and the agricultural depres-
sion was as serious to-day as it was ten years 
ago. What chance had they, having regard to 
foreign competition in corn and meat, with bad 
seasons and high rents? There was great 
cheering as the party steamed out of the sta-
tion. They sail late this afternoon on the Tuni-
sian and the Kensington. “          
 
And from the Birmingham Gazette and Ex-
press a day later on Friday April 15, 1904 
 
Family Colony Birmingham Settlers for the 
Great North-West 
 
An interesting party of Birmingham people left 
the city yesterday morning for Canada, having 
booked through Messrs. Hayward’s shipping 
agency. 
 
Most of the people are of the better class; in 
fact, the majority had taken second-class pas-
sages. They are going out with some fixed in-
tention, and possess some means. 
 
A curious feature in connection with this exo-
dus of some eighty or ninety people from Bir-
mingham is that they include one party of four 
brothers and their families, numbering twenty-
eight, who are going out to a large tract of 
land which they have acquired at Saskatoon, in 
Saskatchewan, there to establish a small col-
ony of their own. This family combination 
numbers various trades, so there is little that 
they will not be capable of doing among them.  
 
These people belong to Bournville, and their 
departure has occasioned no little stir among 
the peaceful people of the cocoa village. They 
are leaving responsible positions; assured by 
relatives already settled there that they have 
an opportunity of bettering themselves.  
 
The other passengers are chiefly single young 
men and women who also have friends and 
relations in the colony. 

The party embarked at Liverpool on the s.s. 
Tunisian and Kensington. 

 

 
There is considerable confusion as to how 
many of the family came over to Canada from 
England. The article (on page xx) refers to 
“twenty-nine souls and included: E.J. Talliss 
(of the Buying Office), G. Talliss (Mould Spe-
cialist), W.H. Talliss, C.F. Talliss, with their 
wives and families, and J.R. Talliss, A.F. Tal-
liss, E.A. Talliss and V.K. Talliss, the unmar-
ried brothers.” In this article, they refer to Ed-
gar Albert who was at that time in Canada.  

In the article that appeared in the Saskatoon 
Phenix (on page xx) “they include one party of 
four brothers and their families, numbering 
twenty-eight…” In the Birmingham Daily 
Mail there was four men, ten women and l8 
children or 32. And in Jane’s remembrances in 
her account (shown later in this chapter) “the 
Tallis family numbering 32, six brothers with 
their wives.” And Hetty says in her account 
that there were twenty-five of us. The next 
several pages describe the ship list and a 
graphic of the living Tallis’ at the time. So 
what ever the number, the majority of the 
family ended up in Canada. Most of them 
made it out to the lands north of the Elbow.  

Also, there still is some question as to whether 
the family continued the Quaker religion in 
Canada. The Bournville article references that 
“the party intend settling on a portion of land 
(Government grant) already taken up by 
Friends on the north side of the elbow of the 
great northern tributary of the River Sas-
katchewan, …” If the article referred to Wil-
liam and Edgar Tallis who had left England as 
Quakers, then this makes sense. But there is no 
documented record of them continuing the 
religion in Canada. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“...their 
departure has 
occasioned no 

little stir among 
the peaceful 

people of the 
cocoa village. 
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Doukhobor standing in front of a 
shack somewhere in Sas-
katchewan. Picture from Cana-
dian Archives in public domain. 

The Doukhobors 

Names of the Tallis family living as of April 14, 1904. (Does not 
include members of the Quinton and Hack family)  
 
The entries which have a name under ‘Ship Register’ were listed 
as Second Cabin Passengers on the Tunisian departing Thursday 
April 14, 1904.  This count is 26., or 25 if you do not count Wini-
fred Cooper who at the time was not married to Albert.  
 
The count would be 26 if Albert was counted if he was on board in 
some other 
capacity. If 
you count 
William and 
Edgar who 
were already 
in Canada, 
the count 
becomes 28.  

Name Age Ship  
Register 

Comments 

Harriet Talliss 60  Stayed in England (Wife of 
William Tallis of Cadburys) 

Edward James 38 Mr. E.J. Son of the late William and 
Harriet 

Ruth Green  44 Mrs. R Wife of Edward 

Alfred William 11 Master A.W. Son of Edward and Ruth 

Sidney John 10 Master S. J. Son of Edward and Ruth 

Ruth Freestone 8 Miss. R. F. Daughter of Edward and 
Ruth 

Norman Victor 6 Master N.V. Son of Edward and Ruth 

Grace 3 Miss Grace Daughter of Edward and 
Ruth 

George 35 Mr. G. Son of the late William and 
Harriet 

Jane Elizabeth 35 Mrs. J. Wife of George 

Ethel Jane 15 Miss E. Daughter of George and 
Jane 

Harold William 13 Master H Son of George and Jane 

Hedley George 11 Master H Son of George and Jane 

Horace Victor 7 Master H Son of George and Jane 

Ernest Forres-
ter 

2 Master F.E. Son of George and Jane 
(note the initials on the 
ship register are reversed) 

William Henry 33  Son of the late William and 
Harriet. He and Edgar had 
come over in Nov. to set 
up the homesteads. 

Esther Philips 33 Mrs. E Wife of William Henry 

Annie Free-
stone 

11 Miss A.F. Daughter of William and 
Esther 

Arnold John 10 Master A Son of William and Esther 

Esther Marie 9 Miss. E. Daughter of William and 
Esther 

Hubert 2 Master H Son of William and Esther 

Annie Elizabeth 32  Daughter of the late Wil-
liam and Harriet. Stayed in 
England—married to Al-
bert Hack  

Name Age Ship 
Register 

Comments 

Charles Francis 30 Mr. Chas. F. Son of the late William 
and Harriet 

Annie Jones ? Mrs. A Wife of Charles Francis 

Dorothy Jane 6 Miss. D Daughter of Charles 
and Annie 

Ernest Grenfell 4 Master E Son of Charles and 
Annie 

Annie Elizabeth 2 Miss A Daughter of Charles 
and Annie 

Harriet Marie 27  Daughter of the late 
William and Harriet . 
Stayed in England. Mar-
ried Ernest Quinton 

John Richard 25  Son of the late William 
and Harriet. Left for 
America. Unknown date 

Albert Freestone 23  Son of the late William 
and Harriet. Not listed 
on the second-class 
passengers, but his 
future wife is on board. 

Winifred Cooper 23 Miss W.E.  
Cooper  

Married Albert in Winni-
peg in 1904 

Edgar Albert 21  Son of late William and 
Harriet. Came to Can-
ada in Nov. 1903 with 
William 

Alice Bertha 18  Daughter of late William 
and Harriet. Remained 
in England. 

Victor Kirk 16 Master V.K. Son of late William and 
Harriet 



 
 
On a Thursday in April, the family 
took the train to Liverpool and 
boarded the Allen Line Twin 
Screw Steamer, Tunisian.  

The Allan Line, more properly the 
Montreal Ocean Steamship Com-
pany, was founded in 1854 and 
began sailing in 1855. The familiar 
red, white and black funnels of the 
Allan Line continued to sail until 
about 1911 when negotiations with 
the Canadian Pacific Line took 
place. The company was merged 
with CP and became known as the Canadian 
Pacific Ocean Services Limited in 1915. How-
ever, it was not until 1917 that an official an-
nouncement of the merger finally became pub-
lic. 

The Allan line had an aggressive shipbuilding 
program with a new ship coming on line about 
every year. Refrigeration first appeared on the 
Bavarian in 1899. This ship was the first of the 
20th century fleet of the Allan Line. She was 
followed in 1900 by the Tunisian, which 
boasted good heating and ventilation. She also 
had hot and cold fresh, and salt, water on tap 
and four-birth emigrant cabins with spring 
mattresses. 

Launched on January 17th 1900, she sailed 
from Liverpool on her maiden voyage to Hali-
fax and Portland on April 5th 1900. 

It was on the Tunisian that 28 of the Tallis 
family left Liverpool on April 14, 1904 and 
arrived ten days later in St. Johns, New Bruns-
wick on April 24th. Diary records, however, 
indicated that a screw broke and the voyage 
took 14 days. During this time (1902 to 1904) 
the Allan Line ran between Liverpool to Mont-
real in the summer and Saint John NB & Hali-
fax in the winter. 

In Jan.1907 The Tunisian was chartered to 
Canadian Pacific and in 1914 was used as a 
troopship for the Canadian Expeditionary 
Force on the homeward leg. Between 
Nov.1914 and Feb.1915 she was used as an 
accommodation ship for German prisoners at 

Ryde, Isle of Wight and in 1915 made several 
trooping voyages to Bombay and Gallipoli. In 
1917 she was returned to the Allan Line, who 
by then had been taken over by Canadian Pa-
cific. Between May 1920 and March 1921 she 
was converted from coal to oil fuel and her 
accommodation altered to carry 310-cabin and 
736-3rd class passengers and on March 2nd 
1922 was renamed "Marburn". She com-
menced her final voyage between Antwerp - 
Southampton - St. John, NB. on April 6th 1928 
and was then laid up at Southampton. On Sep-
tember 17th she was sold for breaking up to 
Soc Anon Cooperativa Ligure Demolitori in 
Genoa Italy. 

The Allan Line carried many child immigrants 
to Canada; over 100,000 came around the turn 
of the century. Victor K. Tallis was one of 
those children listed at the age of 16 when he 
arrived in 1904 from ship arrival records from 
the Canadian government – however, the Tuni-
sian’s list showed him at the age of six. (It is 
easy to see how numbers and names can be 
transcribed in this quest for accurate historical 
records.) 
 
Ruth Freestone Tallis  (daughter of 
Edward James) writes 
 
I first heard of Saskatchewan when I was 
about eight years old. My father had taken me 
with him to Grandma Tallis' house:  Grandpa 
had died in 1903, I believe. My father and his 
brothers were sitting around the long table in 
the kitchen and I didn't notice anything they 

The Tunisian 
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"Tunisian" was a 10,576 
gross ton ship built by A. 
Stephen & Sons, Glasgow in 
1900 for the Allan Line. She 
was 500.6 feet (152.55m.) in 
length with a beam of 59.2 
feet (18.3m.), Her hull was of 
steel and had 4 decks, a 
forecastle 54 of feet, a 
bridge of 177 feet, and poop 
deck of 40 feet. She had one 
funnel and two masts. Twin 
screw, triple expansion, 2 x 3 
cylinders delivered 871 
nominal horsepower giving a 
speed of 14 knots (other 
accounts listed her speed as 
16 knots). There was 
accommodation for 240-1st, 
220-2nd and 1,000-3rd class 
passengers.  



said until Uncle Edgar jumped up and said, 
"Saskcratchewan, I itchy too! I'm itchy to go 
to Saskratchewan, Canada." 
 
Grandpa Tallis was left fatherless when he was 
nine years old and grandma was an orphan and 
was brought up by an aunt and uncle until she 
was old enough to go to work as housekeeper 
for one of the Cadbury households.  Grandpa 
was a foreman at Cadburys for 38 years.  
Nearly all of his sons worked for the Cadbury 
firm and none of them knew anything about 
farming. 
  
My father,  Mr. Edward James Tallis, started 
work as an office boy when he was 15 years of 
age and worked his way up until he was clerk 
in either the importing or exporting office, I 
forget which. 
  
It was on the 14th of April, 1904 when we 
started for Canada.  I remember walking to 
Bourneville station. There were 25 of us.  We 
boarded the ship "The Tunisian" at Liverpool. 
(This ship was later used as a hospital ship 

during the First World 
War).  We ran into a fog 
bank on the way over. I 
remember the fog horns 
blowing for a day or two. I 
also recall that one of the 
propellers broke, but we 
arrived safely in Halifax. 
  
There was a French ship 
unloading at the same time 
and Father called our atten-
tion to how the crew were 
running about and shouting 
excitedly. 
 
I don't remember much 
about the train journey 
until we arrived at Winni-
peg.  I was only eight years 
and four months old but it 
seems to me that all we had 
to eat was bread and butter 
and bovril.  We had to stay 
in Winnipeg for two weeks 
because there was a wash-
out at Lumsden, Sask, but 
we were all right because 
our mother's  Aunt Louie 
and Uncle Andy McMil-

lian were living there and they took us in 
.. 
We traveled part of the was on box cars, part 
in wagons, buggies and democrats, finally 
arriving in Saskatoon where we had to wait a 
week or two for the ice on the river to go out 
so they could put in the ferry. The men 
brought horses and wagons to take us all out to 
the homesteads in what is now the Halcyonia 
School District. Halcyonia School was built in 
1905, with our first schoolteacher being Mr. 
Yule. 
 
Hetty Tallis wrote 
 
It was the year 1903 when the Tallis; brothers 
decided to move from Britain to Canada.  My 
father, William Tallis, his brother  Edgar 
Tallis; and a friend Jack McCheane went 
over in 1903 to choose the homesteads and 
get things ready for the families coming out 
next year. 
 
On April 14, 1904, we all set sail from Eng-
land on the ship Tunisian.  What an experi-
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While at sea, a program 
was held with the passen-
gers performing. Note a 
number of the Tallis family 
was on the program. Other 
than Charles Tallis, we are 
not sure who were the fam-
ily members who per-
formed. Also, we have 
been trying in vain to ac-
quire the words to the reci-
tations, so they may be 
original material. Proceeds 
from this program bene-
fited the Liverpool Sea-
men’s Orphans Institution.  



ence!  It was my sister, Annie's eleventh 
birthday, brother Arnold; was ten and I 
would be nine on the 23rd of May.  Hubert 
was about four; he was always a good boy.  
We were ten days crossing over the water; 
stayed in Montreal one night, then boarded 
the old steam engine train heading for the 
Great North West Territories. 
 
When we arrived at Winnipeg we had to stay 
there two weeks and live in the railway coach 
as there were floods farther on and the rain 
tracks and some bridges were washed out.  
Finally we went on our way again but when 
we reached Lumsden, Saskatchewan we all 
had to leave the train as the tracks were all 
covered with water.  We went 
up the mains street in a tug 
boat, then there were democ-
rats with horses that took us 
around the flood to where a 
freight train was waiting.  We 
went into an empty box car 
with just one bench in it so we 
sat on the floor with our backs 
against the wall the rest of the 
way to Saskatoon.  There were 
twenty-five of us.  The train-
man used to say: "All aboard 
for the North West Territo-
ries!"  It was 1905 when it was 
named the Province of Sas-
katchewan. 
 
Saskatoon was a few shacks, a 
Court House, a school (just a one room 
school) a store, a wooden sidewalk.  We had 
to live in Saskatoon until our supplies came 
from England. 
 
There was a shack and a small house built on 
Edward Tallis' homestead.  Uncle George Tal-
lis and family drove out to the homestead be-
fore we all did.  Then the rest of the family, 
five brothers - my father, William Tallis,  Un-
cle Edward; (Ted we all called him), his wife 
and family,  Uncle Edgar not married, and  
Uncle Victor, just a young man - and each 
with their own wagon.   Uncle Charlie, his 
wife and family soon packed up and returned 
to England. 
 
It was fifty-two miles to the homestead, a long 
way to go with the horses so we stayed over-
night at what they called the halfway house.  I 

think they called Armours.  On our way the 
next day we reached the North Saskatchewan 
River where we had to cross over on the ferry.  
My dad put me up on the high seat on the 
wagon.  I was so scared - I thought the horses 
were going to walk into the river which was so 
wide as it really was in flood.  We were held 
up there for quite a while as just two wagons 
at a time could cross over on the ferry.  I think 
the ferryman's name was Mr. Boyd. 
 
We finally got on our way again, following the 
old North Battleford trail for awhile, then just 
across country over the old buffalo bones.  We 
came to a ravine they called Stoney Creek.  It 
was very steep, so the women and children got 

off the wagons and walked down.  One of the 
wagons got stuck in the creek down in the 
bottom of the ravine and the old herd of wile 
horses I have even seen went galloping up the 
other side with a beautiful black stallion in the 
lead. 
 
Well, by the time all the wagons reached the 
top of the ravine it was dark.  The men were 
trying to find the wagon trail when they saw a 
light a long way off and just headed for it - 
over the badger hills and buffalo bones. 
 
We were so tired when we reached the first 
homestead.  There were bunk beds in the 
shack and some of us slept in the house.  We 
all lived there until each of the men built a 
home into which to move. 
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Barr Colonists arrive in Saska-
toon 1903. Note the railway 
cars they came in.  



The water we used was slough water; the 
women strained it and boiled it.  It smelled 
like snails.  The women had to learn how to 
make bread with the different yeast so we had 
heavy bread for a while. 
 
Annie (Tallis) Saunders recalls 
 
It was the year 1904 that the Tallis Families 
from Bournville, near Birmingham, England, 
set sail for Canada with Saskatoon as their 
destination.  The family consisted of seven 
brothers, namely,  George, ; Edward;,  Wil-

liam;,  Charlie;,  Albert,;  Ed-
gar; and  Victor;, of whom four 
were married, and seventeen 
children.  Previously the men 
had all worked in Cadbury's 
Factory, which is famous 
around the world for its choco-
lates. 
  
My father,  William; and  Un-
cle Edgar; had come out in 
November of the previous year 
to prepare for all of us coming 
out in the spring.  However 
with the winter being so cold 
and lots of snow they were not 
able to do much.  They filed on 
the homesteads but were unable 
to build a house. 
 
As a family we set sail on the 
14th of April - my eleventh 
birthday.  We were to have 
been about ten days on the wa-
ter but the ship got a broken 
propeller so it was nearly four-
teen days.  When we reached  
Winnipeg; the train trip was 
delayed by floods.  We had to 
stay in Winnipeg for two 
weeks.  We lived in a train 
coach and ate at a nearby cafe.  
All were pleased when we 
could resume our trip again. 

 
On May 14, 1904 the Tallis family 
arrived in Saskatoon. This was docu-
mented in the Saskatoon Phenix by 
the following article. (copy article 
here) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
This article appeared in the Saskatoon Phenix 
(that’s how it was spelled!) Dated May 20 
1904  (or 6 days after the Tallis’ arrived in 
Saskatoon. It is included as we imagine the 
Tallis family encountered many of the similar 
situations.  
 
From England to Saskatoon 
 
My home is in the north of England 22 miles 
north of Liverpool. I left there on April 7 trav-
elling to Liverpool by the Lancashire and 
Workshire railway, through one of the finest 
agricultural districts in England. As the train 
sped along, I noticed the farmers were busy 
putting in oats and potatoes. Oat sowing was a 
little late on account of the heavy rains we 
have has this season in England. Around Lan-
cashire, there were many scores of acres from 
which the crops were never gathered, as at 
harvest time most of the land was under water. 
The crops thus spoiled were chiefly oats, hay, 
and potatoes. This has tended to keep the price 
of potatoes up to the level of last year, that is 
from £21.00 to £23.80 per ton of 2,240 pounds. 
Oats, hay, etc., are not so clear as  they can 
bought from other countries very cheaply. The 
English tenant farmers, and the majority of 
them are tenant farmers, have had a rough 
time of it during the past season. A few of the 
landlords have helped them to pull through by 
giving them one half-year’s rent towards pay-
ing expenses.  
 
But as I started to describe my passage to 
Canada, where I decided to try my fortune (it 
already proved my misfortune) I will proceed 
to do so. On arriving at Liverpool I went down 
to the landing stage where the Allan liner 
R.M.S. Parisian was receiving her passengers. 
I had just enough time to get on board when 
the signal was given for the visitors to leave 
the ship, which some of them seemed very loth 
to do. A few minutes later, the signal again 
sounded and almost immediately the vessel 
began to move down the river, amid the cheer-

From England to Saskatoon 
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Saturday, May 14, 1904 
was the date the family ar-
rived in Saskatoon or 31 
days after they left Bourn-
ville in England. 



ing and waving of handkerchiefs from the 
shore. Our first stopping place was Moville in 
the North of Ireland; we arrived there at 7 
a.m. on Friday, April 8th, and stood off until       
1 p.m. When passengers and mail were 
brought out to us. At 1:30 we left Moville for 
Halifax with 650 passengers on board to be 
distributed all over Canada, but most of them 
in the N.W.T. The weather up till now had been 
all that could be desired (and now as I look 
back it brings an old saying to my mind, that 
is: ‘where ignorance is bliss, etc.’) and we 
were looking forward to having a fine trip as 
we had got into the month of April, but we 
were not more than an hour out from Moville 
when the sea began to get decidedly rough and 
continued to get worse until Saturday evening 
when it blew quite a gale. One son [sic] that 
we shipped smashed in the hatch houses and 
caused the ship to present rather a crippled 
appearance. Sunday the wind was still blowing 
hard, and the waves were running very high 
and continued to do so until about midnight on 
Wednesday, when we ran into a thick fog; the 
engines were reduced to half speed, and the 
fog horn sounded every three or four minutes. 
We had a concert of some kind nearly every 
night, but the chief entertainment of the voyage 
took place on Thursday, April 14th, and the 
proceeds went to the Sailors Orphanage at 
Liverpool. Saturday, April 16th, we got another 
chance at the weather, the rain coming down 
in torrents. What with gales, fogs, snowstorm 
and rain, the captain told us that this was the 
worst April trip that the Parisian had made in 
her 23 years on the sea. 
 
We arrived at Halifax Sunday 1 a.m., and 
found the ground cover with snow. We after-
wards learned that here had been a big snow-

storm the preceding 
day. We remained on 
board until 9:30 Sunday 
morning when we left 
for the Queen’s Hotel 
where we remained 
until the following day. 
Carrie Nation, the 
American saloon 
smasher, addressed a 
crowed meeting here 
this afternoon on the 
evil of strong drink and 
tobacco smoking. 
Among other things she 
said that if man had 
been intended to smoke 
his nose would have 
been turned up so that 
the smoke could escape that way.  
 
We left Halifax at 8:40 a.m., on Monday, April 
19th. Carrie Nation also left by the same train, 
but she told the people that she would return 
before long to convince them of the errors of 
their way. We arrive at St. John at 6 p.m., 
April 19th, where we remain for 15 minutes for 
refreshments, and then board the train once 
more for Montreal. About 10 p.m., we stayed a 
few minutes at a station, and as we had no hot 
water on the train I went to a lunch counter 
and pot of coffee, less than a pint and they 
charged me 50 cents for it, without either 
sugar or cream. We arrived at Montreal about 
8:40 a.m., on April 20th where we had break-
fast. After changing cars we started out for 
Winnipeg at 9:40. When we got a few miles 
out, we encountered a very severe snowstorm, 
which lasted nearly all day. At four p.m., April 
20th we came alongside Lake Superior, a por-

tion of which 
was still cov-
ered with ice.  
 
We arrived 
at Winnipeg 
at 2:30 p.m., 
April 21st 
where we 
stayed the 
night. We 
leave Winni-
peg for Bran-
don at 7:35 
a.m., April 

“...the chief 
entertainment 
of the voyage 
took place on 
Thursday, April 
14th, and the 
proceeds went 
to the Sailors 
Orphanage at 
Liverpool.” 
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Hollis Street in Halifax 



22nd. When we got only a few miles out the 
train is pulled up and we discover that a por-
tion of the bridge spanning the river has been 
washed away, and the train is unable to pass 
over, so we have to leave the train and walk 
over the bridge and then get on a trolley car 

and go out 
about two 
miles to 
where an-
other train 
is waiting. 
We board 
it and pro-
ceed to 
Brandon, 
where we 
arrive at 
5:30 p.m., 
on April 
22nd, leav-
ing the 
following 
day at 1:30 

a.m., for Regina, where we arrived 3:30 p.m., 
the same day and found we could proceed no 
further at present. We found a large number of 
people at Regina awaiting to go out, including 
many families who have their stock with them, 
intending to go on to their homesteads as soon 
as they can get to do so. Going around to see 
the cars we found they contained horses, cat-
tle, pigs, fowls, and farming implements of 
every description that a settler in a new coun-
try would be likely to require.  
 
The C.P.R. 
provide the 
passengers 
with meal 
tickets and 
they are able 
to go to the 
dining rooms 
in the town 
and get three 
meals a day 
free. They also 
provide hay, 
etc., for the 
horses and 
cattle that are 
booked 
through. One 
or two people 

who bought their stock in Winnipeg, were un-
able to get them booked any further than Re-
gina, consequently they have to keep them 
there at their own expense. 
 
We remained in Regina for 51 hours leaving at 
6:30 p.m., on April 25th. We proceeded to Con-
die where we again stopped, and at 7:30 the 
companies’ servants served out biscuit and 
cheese for supper. We remained the night, 
sleeping in the cars as usual, breakfast was 
served at 7:30 a.m., on April 26th, biscuits and 
cheese and canned fish. We left Condie at 9:00 
a.m., April 26th and proceeded at a slow rate 
on account of the road having been flooded 
and in some places seemed to have sunk a lit-
tle. At 10:00 a.m., we arrived outside Lumsden 
to find the town flooded and the people camp-
ing out on the hills. We leave the train at this 
point and wade down the line for about a 
quarter of a mile, where the boats were wait-
ing to take us on over the flood. There was one 
boat worked by a gasoline engine so we got 
into it and after waiting 35 minutes while the 
man was trying to make it go, we had to disem-
bark and take one of the flat-bottom scows. 
There were four men rowing, and another with 
a boat hook to do the steering which he did by 
pushing it in the bottom (when he could reach 
it). We were rowed about half-a-mile across 
the water and it took 35 minutes to do it. I 
don’t know if our oarsmen had ever belonged 
to Oxford or Cambridge, but they certainly 
pulled with a will, and very nearly drowned 
some of us with the water they made fly into 
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Regina 1990 



the boat. I saw one boat get stuck on the top of 
some bushes, and it required quite an effort to 
push it off. When our boat had got half way 
across and going at full speed, it ran into a 
tree and nearly threw some of them who hap-
pened to be standing at the time. On disem-
barking we found teams waiting to carry us 
across country, a distance of 5 miles to where 
another train was waiting. Getting to the top of 
the hill, we had a good view of the town of 
Lumsden. It appeared to be flooded to the 
depth of about 8 feet not much but the top sto-
ries being visible. At 1:45 April 26th, we again 
arrive at the railway to find that we have to 
travel in grain cars that have been fitted up for 
the purposes. There is no engine here as yet, 
but one is expected shortly. In about two 
hours, the engine arrived, and about 4 p.m., 
we made a move onward again. At 7 p.m., we 
get to Craik, where we provide our own supper 
and return to the car. At 10:30 p.m., we move 
into the Antelope Hotel, where the C.P.R. 
serve sandwiches and coffee. As it is very cold 
sleeping in the grain cars, we were allowed to 
remain in the hotel, there are 40 of use in one 
room, fifteen feet square spread out all over 
the floor.  
 
April 27th: Coming out of the hotel this morn-
ing, we found several people camped out 
alongside the railway, and some of them have 
been waiting there three weeks to go across 
country to their homesteads, but are unable to 
do so as they have a river to cross and the 
bridge is washed away. 
 
April 28th: It is reemerged there will be a train 
down to take us away about 12 o’clock and 
quite a crowd of people are standing on the 
platform anxious to get away as the flood at 
this place was fast giving out. Finally it comes 
along and fetches our cars out of the siding 
and we are on our way to Saskatoon. After 
breakfasting at Davidson, and stopping several 
times during the day to repair washouts we 
eventually reach Saskatoon at 5:30 p.m., on 
Friday April 29th, being 22 days in making the 
trip from Liverpool. 
 
Owing to the serious washout on the North line 
at Lumsden, trains have been unable to run in 
that direction for the last two weeks and as a 
consequence many hundreds of passengers 
have been detained at Regina. As many of 
these as possible the C.P.R. officials have put 

at the hotels. The remainder have been pro-
vided for by means of railway cars kept on the 
sidings. With the intention of finding what pro-
vision had been made by the C.P.R. officials 
for the comfort of the latter class of passengers 
our representative made a trip through the 
carriages on Tuesday morning and asked 
many of them their opinion. Without exception 
all were perfectly satisfied with the treatment 
received at the hands of the Company, and the 
courtesy extended to them by the officials.  
 
The majority of the passengers, consenting 
chiefly of Americans and Eastern Canadians, 
with a fair sprinkling of English people have 
been kept by the C.P.R. for the last fortnight. 
They are provided with tickets which entitle 
them to their meals at the city restaurants or if 
they prefer, tickets are distributed by means of 
which they can obtain groceries and meat and 
thus prepare their own meals in the car. 
 
The doctor attends their sick and medicine is 
supplied free of charge. A special car has been 
reserved as a maternity hospital, and we un-
derstand there are already four patients. Par-
ticular attention is shown to them, and every-
thing possible is done for their comfort, a lady 
attendant being in constant attendance. 
 
Beds are being provided as quickly as possible 
for the passengers and a good many already 
have them. An official goes through the cars at 
least once a day to hear any complaints which 
may be made, but as before stated all appear 
to be satisfied.  
 
Passengers who have only booked to Regina 
are provided with sleeping accommodations 
only and have to buy their own food. The 
C.P.R. meet this particular class by allowing 
them to that the first opportunity of going 
North. A train started Monday, carrying the 
mails and 200 passengers. No more were al-
lowed to go till this morning as all have to be 
ferried over the flood at Lumsden and this with 
conveniences at their disposal is necessarily a 
slow and tedious process, though the Company 
is adding to their means of transit by the build-
ing of another boat.  
 
A great anxiety to those going farming is that 
they are likely to be too late for seeding and 
thus waste a year. Many if these will be sent on 
earlier trains, but unfortunately there are some 

“Coming out of 
the hotel this 
morning, we 
found several 
people camped 
out alongside 
the railway, 
and some of 
them have been 
waiting there 
three weeks to 
go across 
country to their 
homesteads” 
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who will be unable to take advantage of this, 
owing to having stock on rail at this side which 
require their personal attention.  
 
The C.P.R. are responsible for the lodging an 
support of 900 settlers. There are 61 carloads 
of settler’s effects including 300 head of stock. 
Forage, food and water are provided for stock 
free of charge, but the owners are expected to 
look after their own. Whenever requested stock 
cars are moved to some convenient spot and 
advantage is taken of this to give the animals 
much needed exercise.  
 
[the article goes on to describe some of the 
agents and officials who helped the passen-
gers. There was a report of some C.P.R. em-
ployees abusing the passengers, but it was 
found that “there was absolutely no truth or 
foundation” 
to the allega-
tions. A small 
out break of 
diphtheria 
was reported 
among some 
of the English 
people, but it 
was found that 
the child who 
died had been 
sickly and in a 
“rather 
weakly condi-
tion and much 
stress is laid 
on the effect 
of the travel-
ing and the 
change of 
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The Elbow,  where the Tallis family 
eventually ends up as described in the 
next chapter.  
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