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Chapter 3 Settling in Warwick 

The existing towns were ordered to be fortified by Ethel-
freda, daughter of Alfred the Great in 914 AD. It was 
one of  a chain of forts built to resist Danish intruders 
from the northern part of Britain called the Danelaw.  
The boundary between Danelaw and the Saxon Arden 
was the Roman Road Watling Street, now the A5 road. 
The earliest form of the name, which became Warwick is 
found on coins dating from the reign of Aethelstan.  
Names dating from early Saxon times reveal the two 
parts of the name as originally separate words: Waerinc 
wicum, Waering wicum, and Waerincwicna. The first 
part of these names, waering, is the Saxon word for a 
weir, and the second part of the name, wicum or wic, 
means dwellings. So the name wear-wick has a meaning 
of "dwellings by the weir". This spelling and origin of 
Warwick is often disputed as it was found that no weir 
was built until centuries later. 
 
After the Norman Conquest in 1066, William the Con-
queror moved northwards from London, to subdue resis-
tance in the Midlands and Northern England. He repaired 
or rebuilt castles at Warwick and Nottingham, run by his 
Norman barons. The Saxon castle at Warwick was 
founded in 914 AD and would look like a Wild West 
Cavalry fort with wooden stakes, ditch and buildings. At 
the time of Domesday, 1086, ordered for tax purposes, 
Warwick was one of the many towns in the area. It was 
the Normans who divided the Saxon kingdom of Mercia 
into controllable areas and called them Shires, because 
the areas were cut or sheared from the whole. Shire is 
still pronounced shear today. The largest town in the cut 
off area was made the County town and headquarters of 
the administrative system. The shire was also ruled by a 
Shire-riff (sheriff) for legal purposes. 

We jump into the mid-18th and 19th century where we find our an-
cestors settling into the Warwick area following industry in the grow-
ing midlands of England.  
 
Not much is known about William Tallis [1653-1730]; his son Ed-
ward Tallis [1681-1734] and his son Edward Tallis [1728—?] (see 
Chapter 1). We pick up the story at the fourth generation from Rich-
ard Tallis of Solihull and will continue on with subsequent chapters 
to the settling of Canada. Hopefully, this will give the reader an idea 
of the family roots and its history.   
 
It is interesting  to note that at least nine generations of the Tallis 
family have lived in the area defined by the map below. Warwick is 
about twenty miles east from Birmingham. 
 
 

Mid-1700’s to Mid-1800’s 

Warwick Castle from the 
south east in 1729. Caesar's 
tower was started in 1330, 
Guy’s tower was later and 
cost £395 5s 2d. The Medie-
val town bridge was washed 
away by floods soon after the 
present bridge was built up-
stream in 1791.  



“The early 
1800’s were a 
busy time for 

Warwick”    
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The earliest stone building dates from the 
12th century, though none of this stonework 
has survived. Guy's Tower, was constructed 
in the 14th century by Thomas Beauchamp, 
the 12th Earl of Warwick. Richard III (1483-
5) embarked on an ambitious building scheme 
on the North side of the castle, but only the 
lower stories were built. The two present 
small towers are the lower parts of this 
scheme.  
 
The main building of the appartment block 
dates from the beginning of the 17th century.  
In 1749 the grounds surrounding Warwick 
Castle were landscaped, in a grand scale by 
Lancelot "Capability" Brown. He replaced 
some of the gardens by a naturalistic style of 
planting consisting of broad sweeps of lawn 
and grand trees. He planted the castle mound 
with shrubbery. Warwick, for most of its his-
tory, has been home to the Earls of Warwick 
 
Many of the central streets of the town were 
destroyed by the Great Fire of 1694. The 
buildings which were burnt, and many which 
were not, were re-built in the handsome style 
of the late 17th and early 18th centuries. St 
Mary's Church, which dominates the sur-
rounding countryside, was partly burnt down 
and architects were asked for plans for re-
building. Christopher Wren had submitted a 
rebuilding plan, but it was rejected. 
 
The early 1800s were a busy time in Warwick 
due to the heavy industrialization brought in 

by the canal from Birming-
ham. Coal came up the canal 
to power the steam driven 
industries. This boom only 
lasted several years; after 1815 
(end of the Napoleonic Wars) 
there was a slump in country 
when most industries closed. 
The railroad came in the 1852 
and the canal system started to 
decline. The lace and worsted 
cotton industries were all 
closed by 1830. The worsted 
factory in the Saltisford was 
taken over by the newly 
founded Warwick brewery in 
1832. This is where Edward 
Tallis [1816-1852] found em-
ployment as a stoker of fires. 

Edward to William 

The canals brought 
heavy industrializa-
tion into Warwick. 
Although their  in-
tended purpose was 
short-lived, they now 
serve as an excel-
lent way to tour the 
beautiful English 
countryside. 

John Tallis (1759 -?) 
Sarah Tallis (1761-1762) 
Sarah Tallis (1763—?) m. William Jukes (1785) 
Fanny Tallis (1765 - ?) 
Elizabeth Tallis (1767—?)  
   Married Henry Crockett 1787 at Solihull) 
Mary Tallis (1770—?) 
Edward Tallis (1774-1844) [twin] 
   married Elizabeth Dutton at Snitterfield 1795 
Joseph Tallis (1774—?) [twin]  
Rebecca Tallis (1777—?) . William Salmon (1799) 

William Taylis (1795—?) 
   Married Hannah Bonehill)  
John Tallis (1797—1865)  [Birmingham] 
Thomas Taylis (1799—1881) [Birmingham] 
Joseph Taylis (1801—1801) 
George Taylis (1803—1875) [Claverdon] 
Edward Talliss (1804—1827) [Warwick] 
Joseph Talliss (1806—1889) [Stratford] 
Benjamin Tallis (1809—1899)  
Samuel Tallis (1811) 
James Tallis (1812-1888) [Snitterfield] 
Elizabeth Talliss (1813—?) m. James Mousley  (1834) 
Isaac Taylis (1816-1906) [died Norton Lindsey] 
Henry Taylis (1818—1856) [died Kenilworth] 

Elizabeth Tallis (1716- ?) m. Thomas Hastings(1746) 
Rebecca Tallis (1723– 1762) m. John Giddins (1755) 
Edward Tallis (1728—?) 
   Married Anne Birch (1759) [Solihull] 

Edward Tallis (1816-1852) {Warwick] 
   Married Eliza Mills (1836) 
Male ? Tallis (we are not sure of other offspring) 
Male ? Tallis 
 

Harriett Tallis (1836 -?) 
Eliza Tallis (1838—?) 
   Married John Smith (1861) 
William Talliss (1840—1903) 
   Married Harriott Freestone (1861) 
George Talliss (1842—?) 
   Married Ellen ? 
Charles Tallis (1844 –1881) 
Edwin Talliss (1847—1910) 
   Married Emily Bastock (1868) 
Emma Tallis (1849—1849) 
Hannah Tallis (1850—1881 
   Married Jacob Hopkins (1871) 

East gate, Warwick 
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William (son of Edward) probably followed in 
his father’s footsteps as a building worker for 
he was classed as a bricklayer at his marriage to 
Hannah Bonehill on January 9 1815 at Bearley 
(the next village north of Snitterfield). Their 
marriage was with the consent of parents as one 
or both were under the age of consent of 21 
years. The newly-weds could have lived at 
Snitterfield for their son Edward was baptized 
at Sintterfield as “son of William and Hannah 
Taylis, bricklayer on March 10, 1816.William 
was alive in 1827 as he was sued for the assault 
on Joseph Gibbs at the “Bell” beerhouse on 
March 29, 1827. He never appeared in any of 
the later census returns. 
 
At present it's not known when William Tallis 
moved to Warwick, from Bearley, or Snitter-
field, and whether any more children were born 
to him and Hannah, but according to the census 
above, one other male was living at the same 
address under 21 years. The other was his 
known son Edward who was 16 years. 

E dward Tallis married Elizabeth Dut-
ton on Tuesday, January 22 1795 at 
Snitterfield by Banns called Decem-
ber 28, 1794, January 4, 1795 and 

January 11, 1795. The service was conducted 
by Philip Wren, vicar of Tanworth and wit-
nessed by William Dutton and John Green. 
Their eldest child was baptized William Sep-
tember 26, 1795 son of Edward Taylis (note 
the spelling). In that time, one only married 
girls of proven fertility.  
 
There is a record of conveyance of land by 
William Tallis and Elizabeth, his wife to his 
elder brother Edward Tallis dated 3 Feb. 1687. 
The land indicated was Heath Fields in Soli-
hull parish; Cod Barrow Croft in Tanworth 
parish; Lands near highway in Tanworth par-
ish; Croft (Pytt in Corft) in Tanworth parish. 
(All in Warwichshire ref: CR986/7 24 and 25)  
 
We think William sold away his land inheri-
tance to his brother Edward; Edward prospered 
and William did not.  

The Move to Warwick 

St. Mary’s in Bearley 

The St. Mary’s Poor Rate 
Books ref. DR126/ list all 
owners and occupiers of 
property who paid towards 
the upkeep of the poorest 
families; properly called As-
sessment for the Relief of the 
Poor.  
 
At the local parish level from 
the 1600’s on, one could be 
required to pay a ‘rate’ for the 
maintenance of the poor to 
which in due course were 
added rates for the highways 
and other local expenses. 
This was one reason why 
people were always anxious 
to have the poor settle else-
where besides their parishes.  

William and Hanna’s mar-
riage registration. Note that 
Hannah could not write. 

St James the Great, Snitterfield 

Edward and Elizabeth’s marriage registration 
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William Tallis was listed at Bromwich's 
Court, Saltisford, Warwick, in the St Mary 
Parish Census of 1831. The Census at this 
time only listed the number of persons in the 
Household not names, ages, or birthplace. 
The census indicated that one family occu-
pied the premises with 3 males, 1 female, 1 
male over 20 yrs, 1 laborer not Agricultural. 
Benjamin Bromwich owned these houses. 
 
Later, William moved to the newly built Un-
ion Row, Saltisford known as Pepper Alley, 
(31 Jan 1837 St Mary rate book DR126/568). 
As the story goes, Union Row gained the 
nickname because they laid pepper down in 
the paths, in hope of preventing the spread of 
cholera. In 1867 Union Row was renamed 
Lammas Walk. It ran (12 houses) from Saltis-
ford to the Common lands of Warwick called 
Lammas Fields. The houses were on one side 
of the alley, the Navigation Inn was the other 
side and is still there, but now called the An-
telope.  The houses were last inhabited in 
1953 when they were demolished.  
 
When the country folk flocked to the town to 
work in the new factories, there was a short-
age of houses, so every space was built on, 
especially in factory owner’s yards. These 
were small brick houses built around a water 
pump and bucket lavatory. These “yards” 
were named after their owners.  

Marriage by Banns 

In the days of limited records, the 
best way of finding out who was 
prohibited from marrying was to 
announce the marriage publicly, 
and ask if anyone was aware of 
any problems. People would come 
forward and mention secret mar-
riages, or if a half-brother was un-
knowingly about to marry a half-
sister. 

The official name for the public 
announcement, made in church 
on Sunday for three consecutive 
weeks, was the publication of 
banns. It is made after the Sec-
ond Lesson of the Morning Ser-
vice. To announce the intention is 
called “Publishing the banns,” 
from the words “I publish the 
banns of marriage between 
… .” (Anglo-Saxon, ge-bannan, to 
proclaim, to announce). Banns 
were published in both the church 
attended by the bride’s family and 
the church attended by the 
groom’s family. To prove that 
banns had been published in the 
other parish, it was usual to get a 
Banns Certificate from the church 
officials in the other parish to be 
delivered as soon as possible to 
the Vicar so that he or his curate 
can carry out the marriage! No 
certificate – No marriage! Banns 
might be called at anytime up to 3 
months before the wedding. In 
some parts of England it was the 
custom for the Clerk, when Banns 
were published, to say "God 
speed them well." The words 
were used also at the Marriage 
Service after the opening exhorta-
tion; it was known as Blessing the 
Couple; but this good old custom 
has died out.  

Effective 1 January 1754, all 
churches had to keep written re-
cords that banns had been pub-
lished. This could be done in the 
same register used to record mar-
riages, or in a separate register 
called the Banns Book. From 1754 
to 1837, all English marriages, 
except those of Quakers and Jews, 
were performed in the Anglican 
Church. After civil registration 
started in 1837, a church marriage 
still required banns or a license. 

Map of Warwick—Adapted from A 
Walk Round Warwick Published by 
the Warwick Society 1984 

There was no national schooling system at the 
beginning of the 1800’s and no one cared. The 
poor were apprenticed at an early age or went 
to work in the fields. The great ‘public’ 
schools were nonprofit institutions left by gen-
erous donors to teach the local lads Latin and 
Greek grammar in towns such as Eaton, Har-
row, etc. (hence the word “grammar” schools). 
Much of the rest of education was catch as 
catch can. In 1862, the government required 
boys and girls to read and write simple pas-
sages and do arithmetic; and the girls to be 
capable in needlework. As late as 1871, al-
most a quarter of the men and women getting 
married could only make an “x” next to their 
name in the parish register.   

Main street in Snitterfield.  
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these others living in the 
house; Eliza Tallis (45), 
Harriet Tallis (4), Eliza (3) 
and William (6 months). 
Also living with them were 
Thomas Smith ages 30 a 
laborer and Elia Smith aged 
25. We believe the Smiths 
were related to Eliza. (Note, 
adult ages in these census 
were not exact but to the 
nearest 5 years) 
Their children were: 
1. Harriot - baptized Sept. 

30, 1836 – moved away 
and married 

2. Eliza - baptized June 2, 
1838 – moved away and 
married 

3. William - baptized Oct. 
11, 1840 (this is the Wil-
liam of Cadburys) 

4. George - baptized Dec. 
11, 1842 later went to Birmingham and 
Cadburys where he became the Builders 
Foreman.  

5. Charles - baptized Dec. 29, 1844 also went 
to Birmingham and Cadburys. (we do not 
know what happened to him) Charles was 
married and was widowed, and lost a son, 
Charles 1868 as an infant, buried at War-
wick. He was a witness to his sister Han-
nah's marriage in Warwick 1872 

6. Edwin - baptized April 24, 1847 (Tony Tal-
liss line) Edwin (Bricklayer) lived with his 
mother when first married 1868, the house 
at 67 Saltisford, was listed in the Rate Book 
in his name. He later moved to Commercial 
Buildings, once known as Brookhouse 
Buildings because they once belonged to the 
Worsted Factory, Edwin married Emily 

William lived on Union Row until 1839, leav-
ing before March. (St. Mary’s Poor Rate 
Book DR 126/580). He was not living in War-
wick at the time of the 1841 census; where he 
moved to is a mystery. 
 
Edward Talliss is the father to William Tallis 
of Cadbury’s. He was born February 10, 1816 
to the parents of William and Hannah and 
went to work at the age of 12, but we are not 
sure where he worked except as a laborer. 
The Quakers came into the area to establish  
the worsted cotton and spinning industries 
when the canals were built. (The first Quak-
ers, followers of George Fox, were in the area 
by 1660, many of whom were in gaol)  As 
was the custom, these later Quaker industrial-
ists built houses for their workers as we will 
learn more about in the next chapter when we 
cover Cadburys. Edward may have gone to 
work in one of those industries to qualify for 
one of the houses as he had been living with 
his father, William. These commercial build-
ings were of one long terrace of homes back 
to back in the Saltisford district of Warwick, 
west of the castle. Later the walls were taken 
out and the house size doubled. Houses were 
built on a four-foot platform of blue brick. 
With the small houses, if the family got big, 
they would farm out the kids to grandparents 
and other relatives.  
 
Edward was 20 years old when in Warwick 
he married Eliza Mills, spinster, at the (still 
standing) St. Mary's church on Sept. 25, 
1836, by Banns by John Boudier, Vicar. Both 
were of the Parish of St. Mary. Neither could 
sign the register.  Eliza was the daughter of 
Charlotte Mills baptized in St. Mary’s Church 
in 1817. Illegitimate was written across the 
Charlotte’s entry; her baptism was a few 
months prior to her marriage to John Smith, a 
hostler / chaise driver. (Perhaps this is why 
William [Cadburys] handled horses so well).  
The witnesses at Edward and Eliza’s marriage 
were Hannah Tallis (we guess, his mother) 
and John Cooke possibly related in some 
way, he was a neighbor, living next-door oc-
cupied as a coal dealer married to Isabella. 
 
In 1837 Edward and Eliza moved into Mal-
lory’s Court No. 2 and lived in house number 
6 by April 15, 1837. (Ref. DR 126/580) The 
owner was Daniel Mallory who owned the 
Hat Factory on the Saltisford. The 1841 (June 
16) census in the commercial buildings in 
Salisford says Edward was a laborer with 

The Saltisford—Brookhouse 
Buildings.  
Drawn by Tony Talliss—Warwick 

Edward and Eliza’s marriage 
register. 
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cordials when they cried. Later a whiff of gas 
from the unlit gaslight was used to quieten 
noisy babies. Eliza was unable to read. 
 
Around the time of the 1851 census, Edward 
was employed as a Stocker at the  
Edward died May 8, 1852 at Saltisford aged 37 
years, of diseased testicles (according to the 
death certificate #47 in the Registration Books 
of Deaths, No. 8), which he had had for 19 
months and exhaustion. Eliza Gold, was present 
at the death. His wife, Eliza was left a widow 
with 7 children, William being 11 at the time.  
 
Eliza had but two choices open to her at the 
time to earn money; prostitution or take in 
washing. She chose the latter. Eliza became a 
laundress to support her family, she never re-
married and lived on the Saltisford until around 
1888. Eliza then went to live at 164 Emscote 
Road, with Albert Cox (Coachman) maybe her 
grandson (ref: 1891 Census Warwick). Also at 
the address was her sister Elizabeth Cattell nee 
Smith and Elizabeth' son Edward. It was here 
she died aged 78 years of cerebral softening, 22 
Aug 1893, her nephew, Edward Cattell regis-
tered her death.  
 
She was buried at Warwick All Saints Ceme-
tery surrounded by the graves of babies on 
Aug. 31, 1893. William was 53 years old and 
long since been working at Cadburys when his 
mother died.  

Bastock whose family had lived at 
Commercial Buildings since they 
were built. I think this is why some 
of the descendants of Edwin said 
"The Tallis family have always 
been associated with Commercial 
Buildings". The house number  14, 
was back to back with number 29, 
where Emily's mother lived, after 
her death Edwin had the two houses 
knocked into one. Edwin died aged 
63 1910; Emily died in her 90th 
year in 1938.  
7. Emma - baptized July 15, 1849; 
died Oct. 2, 1849 
8. Anna - baptized Oct. 20, 1850 – 
moved away and married 
 
The lace and worsted cotton indus-
try were all closed by 1830. The 
worsted factory in the Saltisford 
was taken over by the newly formed 

Warwick Brewery in 1832. This is where 
Edward found employment as a stoker of 
fires throwing coal into the factory furnaces. 
The brewery owned by Jaggard, Jaggard, 
Hions, on Wallace St, Saltisford, which was 
close to the canal and coal wharf. 
 
Edward and Eliza continued living in Mal-
lory’s Court until they moved into larger 
premises in early 1846 to number 67, Saltis-
ford, which was much closer to the town cen-
ter on the front of the factory. The larger 
house and rooms were needed for the laundry 
business, the family lived there after Ed-
ward’s death.  
 
In 1849 tragedy struck the family when Eliza 
accidentally, poisoned her infant daughter 
Emma. The inquest was held in the Kings 
Head Inn, Saltisford, the coroner was unani-
mous that the incident was accidental.  
 

“Inquisition - The deputy coroner of the 
borough, George Moore, held an inquisi-
tion upon the body of an infant, named 
Emma Tallis at the Kings Head Inn on 
Monday, Sept. 31, 1849. The death of the 
infant had been caused by the mother 
(Eliza) who had administered some poi-
sonous drug in mistake of Godfrey’s Cor-
dial. The poison had been placed in a bot-
tle without any label. The jury were unani-
mous in a verdict of accidental death.” 
Warwick Advertiser newspaper Oct. 6, 
1849    

 

“The poison had 
been placed in a 

bottle without 
any label”    

The King’s Head 
Inn, where Eliza’s 
inquest was held is 
today a noted pub 
and lodge in the 
Saltisford 

Godfrey’s Cordial, often referred to as “The 
Comfort”  was often used by the many a har-
ried housewife or care-giver to crying children 
with colic or to calm babies. It consisted of 
sassafras, opium in some form, brandy or recti-
fied spirit, caraway seed, and treacle. It was 
named after Thomas Godfrey of Hunsdon, in 
Hertfordshire, in the first quarter of the eight-
eenth century. This drug was a dependable way 
to keep kids happy and docile; this was an era 
before Ritalin and the Pharmacy Act in 1868.  
 
Until the Act passed, opium could be bought 
from Chemists, Grocers, Drapers, Bootmend-
ers, Iron Mongers or  Bakers. One of the most 
common ways of taking the opium was  the 
Godfrey’s Cordial tincture. It was found that in 
many communities, that there was quite a high 
infant mortality rate as the tincture was often 
given in lethal doses In the Lincoln Registrars' 
Notes for the June quarter of 1846, the "marked 
disproportion" of recent deaths in infancy is 
put down to "the extraordinary use of lauda-
num, Godfrey's Cordial, and other narcotics 



The Dun Cow, a pub 
in the Saltisford in 
Warwick. Photograph 
by Terry Tallis 
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The pub sign should show a huge beast with 
long horns, but alas, it just shows a common 
milk cow. Charles Henry, father of Tony Tal-
liss and nephew of William Tallis used to 
change into his football gear at the Dun Cow in 
the 1920’s and 30’s. He played for the Saltis-
ford Rovers team who played on the common 
nearby. Called the Pigwells, the Common 
stretched from the Birmingham Road.  

The Dun Cow public house was built at the 
same time as the Brookhouse buildings circa 
1813. Brookhouse was one of the partners 
and Woodhouse, owners of the worsted fac-
tory in the Saltisford. William Pickering was 
the licensee of the pub from 1830 to 1855; 
now it ids still called the Dun Cow.  
 
The name describes legend of the gigantic 
beast that lived at Dunsmore Heath. The cow 
was eleven feet to the shoulder, but docile 
and was a great milk producer to all locals in 
Saxon times. One day, an old woman tried get 
the cow to fill a sieve. This enraged the cow 
and proceeded to kill every human being it 
encountered. Local people called the local 
hero Guy, Earl of Warwick, back into town 
from the Holy Land killing dragons and gi-
ants to kill the cow. He, brave knight, fired 
many arrows into at the cow, but these 
bounced off its skin, so he had to club it to 
death with his battleaxe.  

Painting of Warwick Castle 
by Italian painter Canaletto 
in 1752 from http://
www.cv81pl.freeserve.co.uk
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What you have read are the people who were 
around William Tallis [Cadburys] while he 
grew up. He was orphaned when he was 
eleven years old, but during his formable 
years, he was surrounded by many family, 
stories and memories. The next chapter will 
deal almost entirely about William and his 
work at Cadburys.  
 
Now a slight deviation. The majority of the 
family history and stories to this point are as a 
result of work that Tony Talliss of Warwick 
has been doing over the last 30 years. What 
follows is a discussion of his line starting 
with a brother of William [Cadburys], Edwin 
Talliss.  

Born in Warwick May 17, 1934 and 
baptized at St. Mary Anthony 
Charles Talliss. Anthony after the 
local heart throb, Anthony Eden, 
Member of Parliament for Warwick, 
adored by all the local women, and 
Charles after his father, Charles 
Francis. Tony moved to a little vil-
lage, Barford about 3 miles away 
during the war. He watched Coven-
try being blitzed that bad night in 
1940, saw the searchlights and gun 
fire and German airplanes and bomb 
blasts and flames. “We were missed 
by bombs nearly every night for the 
German planes flew over Coventry 
and circled around the villages, but 
some dropped their bombs near us 
sooner than to fly over Coventry 
again.” His Dad, Charles Henry, son 
of Amos, cycled 16 miles to Coven-
try to help make armored cars at the 
Humber Works. Tony won a schol-
arship to grammar school, Warwick 
School and was conscripted into the 
Royal Air Force in September 1952 
through September 1954. He mar-
ried his childhood sweetheart to 
Joelyn Eva Hadland July 7, 1956 at 
St. Nicholas Church, Warwick and 
had one child, Alison Christine who 
married to Nigel Nicholas Johnson 
of Warwick August 28, 1982 at St. 
Paul’s, Warwick and now live in 
Warwick. Jocelyn passed away with 
cancer in Oct. 1988. Tony is a fam-
ily historian for over 30 years and 
now is concentrating on the local 
history of the Warwick town.  
 
From an newspaper article in the 
Coventry Evening Telegraph, Thurs-
day, April 16, 1981 by Peter Wal-
ters. is an article about Tony Talliss. 
Notes from it include: 

“In 1634 Richard Tallis, a yeoman 
farmer from Solihull, had his eldist 
child baptised. The record of that bap-
tism may only be of passing interest to 
historians, but to laboratory technician, 
Tony Talliss, its very special.  
 
He doesn't know much about Richard -- 
the man who was married twice, at 
some point he sued the parish for his 
expenses as a churchwarden and on his 
death in 1674 he left his land to two 

sons. But Tony is sure of one thing, he's an 
ancestor.  

 
The proof lies in a huge family tree, 
pieced together by Tony over 18 years of 
spare time research into three centuries of 
Warwickshire records and now set out on 
closely-typed sheets. .... Tallis is not a 
comon name and the family has, quite by 
chance, kept its links with Warwickshire 
over more than 300 years. ... After his 
intial researches, Tony "lost" his family in 
Warwick around the beginning of the 
century and had to scour the records of 
parish after parish before finnaly picking 
them up in Snitterfield.  
 
From there he painstakingly followed the 
trail to Solihull and Richard Tallis's will.  
 
A photostat copy of that will now takes 
pride of place amoung Tony's family his-
tory collection. But it's not the only piece 
of evidence to have put new flesh on the 
bones of family members long dead. 
 
In the 1770's another Richard Tallis was 
hanged at Warwick at the age of 20 for 
sheep steeling. Two generations later, 
builder Edward Tallis, aged 70, fell to his 
death from scaffolding. The inquest report 
on his death is still in the coroner's re-
cords. .... 
 
I see him [Richard of Solihull] as a small 
man dressed in something like doublet and 
hose, thin because of a poor diet, but still, 
as a yeoman farmer, occupying a fairly 
secure position in the society of his time." 
 
These days Tony spend more time helping 
others start on their family histories than in 
working on his own. But there's one pro-
ject he's got tucked away for the years 
ahead -- tracing his family back into the 
Middle Ages.  
 
With persistence and some luck it should 
be possible, he thinks. 
 
He's already found mention of a John 
Tallis of Coleshill, selling houses in War-
wick in 1440, and hopes that some re-
search into manorial records -- mostly now 
kept in London -- would turn up a definte 
link.  
 
The further back he goes, the wider he will 
have to cast his net, particularly as the 
name Tallis is Norman French, which 
loosely translated means woodcutter. It 
may mean seeking sources on the Conti-
nent. 
 
One day Tony hopes to put the whole 
family history together in a narrative and 
deposit a copy with the Genealogical 

Tony Talliss 1985 
Photograph by Terry Tallis 

More on the spelling of the name. Tony’s 
grandfather, Edwin, used two ‘s’ over his 
greengrocer shop in the Saltisford. When he 
died in 1944, it was found he had been regis-
tered at the Registry Office with one ‘s’ on 
his birth certificate. Immediately his sons 
Thomas, Amos Edward and Frank reverted 
back to one ‘s’, but Tony’s father, Charles, 
continued to use two as Tony has always 
done.  
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Copy of Apprentice Indenture: (Handwritten en-
tries in italics.) 
 
This Indenture made the seventeenth day of July 
One Thousand Nine Hundred and two BETWEEN 
Edwin Talliss (hereinafter called the Apprentice) 
and Edwin Talliss of 14 Commercial Buildings 
Saltisford Warwick in the County of Warwick 
Bricklayer Father of the first part, Brabazon 
Campbell of the Borough of Warwick, Solicitor, as 
Receiver and Treasurer for the time being of the 
Charity Estate of the late Sir Thomas Delves for 
putting out poor children Apprentice, of the second 
part, and James William Glover and James Watts 
(trading as W. Glover and Sons Ltd.) of Warwick 
aforesaid Implement Manufacturers (hereinafter 
called the Master) of the Third part WITNES-
SETH that the said Apprentice with his own free 
will and consent and with the consent and approba-
tion and upon nomination of the Trustees of the 
said Charity Estate, of the said Sir Thos. Delves 
and of his said Father DOTH place and bind him-
self Apprentice to the said James William Glover 
and James Watts to be taught the Art or Trade of a 
Wheelwright which they now use and to serve 
them as an Apprentice, from the day of the date 
hereof until he the said Edwin Talliss shall attain 
the age of Twenty One Years: During all which 
term the said Apprentice his said Masters faithfull 
shall serve their business Secrets keep them lawful 
commands everywhere gladly do, he shall do no 
damage to his said Masters nor seen to be done of 
others but to his power shall let or forthwith give 
warning to his said Masters of the same he shall 
not waste the goods of his said Masters nor lend 
them unlawfully to any person or persons; 
Moreover he shall not absent himself from his said 
Masters' service during business hours unlawfully, 
but in all things as a faithful Apprentice he shall 
behave himself towards his said Masters and all 
their families servants and workpeople during the 
said term; AND for the considerations aforesaid 
and in consideration of the sum of Ten Pounds to 
them the said James William Glover and James 
Watts paid by the said Treasurer of the said Char-
ity Estate of the said Sir Thomas Delves from and 
out of such Charity Estate at or before the Execu-
tion hereof, the receipt whereof they the said 
James William Glover and James Watts doth 

hereby ac-
kno wledge 
they the said 
James Wil-
liam Glover 
and James 
Watts doth 
hereby for 
themselves 
their execu-
tors and 
administra-
tors covenant 
and agree to 
and with the 
said Trustees 
of the Char-
ity Estate of 
the said Sir 
Thos. Delves 
and also with 
the said 
Edwin Tallis 
that they the 
said J.W. 
Glover and 
J. Watts will 
teach and 
instruct or cause to be taught and instructed the said Apprentice in the Art or Trade of a 
Wheelwright. now used by them the said James William Glover and James Watts in the 
best way and manner they can; and also will during said term, pay unto the said Appren-
tices the weekly wages following: that is to say, from the date hereof unto the 23rd day 
of November One Thousand Nine Hundred and two the sum of Six Shillings per week 
thence until the 23rd day of November  One Thousand Nine Hundred and three the sum 
of Seven Shillings per week from thence until the 23rd day of November  One Thousand 
Nine Hundred and four the sum of Eight Shillings per week from thence until the 23rd 
day of November One Thousand Nine Hundred and five the sum of Nine Shillings per 
week and from thence until the 23rd day of November One Thousand Nine Hundred and 
six being the remainder of the said term the sum of Ten Shillings per week AND the said 
Edwin Talliss hereby covenants with the said Trustees and the said J.W. Glover and J. 
Watts that the said Edwin Talliss will find and provide for the said Apprentice good and 
sufficient Meat and Drink, Washing, Lodging, Wearing Apparel, Medical Aid, and all 
other necessaries during the said term.  
Provided always and it is hereby agreed by and between parties hereto that in case the 
said Apprentice shall happen to lose any time through misconduct or shall become ill or 
incapable of following his employment during any part of the said term then the wages 
to which he would otherwise be entitled shall cease and not be payable during such time 
as shall be lost.  
IN WITNESS whereof the parties before have hereunto set their Hands and Seals the 
day and year first before written. 
Signed sealed and Delivered by the above named Brabazon Campbell and James Watts 
in the presence of J. Earl Gordon, Clerk to Campbell, Brown & Sedbrook, Sol. War-
wick.  
Signed Sealed and Delivered by the within named Edwin Talliss, Edwin Talliss and 
James William Glover in the presence of Percey E. Wesson Clerk to Brabazon Camp-
bell.  
 
Dated April 15, 1908 is a note on Wm. Glover & Sons Ltd "This is to certify that E. 
Talliss has completed his apprenticeship to our satisfaction" signed (unreadable) 
Wm. Glover's letterhead indicated that they were contractors to the War Office, Admi-
ralty, Colonial Government Dept &c.&c; Makers of Carts, Wagons, Vans, Drays, Floats 
&c. of every description - Eagle Works - Warwick Established 1830  

Edwin Tallis is the son of Edwin, a brother of 
William [Cadburys] and became an appren-
tice on July 17, 1902. Following is a copy of 
that Apprentice Indenture. It seems that all 
the Tallis men were craftsmen, so none 
served in the armed forces during the two 
World Wars. Most were wheelwrights at 
Glovers Wagon Works in WWI and the Cov-
entry factories in WWII. Charles Talliss 
(Tony’s father) was a body shop foreman at 
Humber in charge of deaf and mute men since 
he could read sign language.  


